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We, Church Leaders, who are members of Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia (EFZ), Council of Churches in Zambia (CCZ), Zambia Episcopal Conference (ZEC), and other Christian Confessions have been consulting and reflecting on issues of Gender and good Governance and do acknowledge that Gender inequity, Gender inequality and Gender Based Violence are part of issues of concern to the Zambian Churches and the society. 
As leaders of the flock that is entrusted to us, we issue this document with the aim of addressing Gender Injustice and Gender Based Violence. The Church in Zambia, as elsewhere, is the hope of the world, and God's plan for dealing with the injustices and inequality in the world. Jesus Christ, aware that the spirit of the Lord was upon Him, announced that He was sent to bring Good News to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, to give new sight to the blind and to set the down-trodden free (Luke 4:18-19). The Church continues this mission of Christ, the mission of bringing salvation to all people, of liberating women and men, girls and boys from all that binds them – thus bringing justice to them so that they live lives that are fully developed in accordance with God’s vision, image and likeness in which all, male and female, are created (Gen 1:27). 
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We do regret that though some Initiatives and efforts have been taken in our different churches to address issues of Gender Injustice and Gender Based Violence, instances of the same are still present and being perpetuated in the Church. In some cases, the Churches have been insensitive to Gender Based Violence by either providing fertile ground for men’s abuse of power within their families through councelling and preaching based on wrong interpretations of some Scripture passages or by maintaining Structures, attributed to some religious traditions, that are insensitive to issues of gender and power imbalances. 
As church leaders we are challenged to interpret the Bible in a holistic manner based on the message of the New Covenant as our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us and to critically re-visit some of our traditions. 
[bookmark: _Toc245891724][bookmark: _Toc245893222]2.1.2 Society 

While acknowledging that there are positive traditional customs and practices that shape our life in society, we strongly condemn all forms of Gender Inequality, Gender Based Violence, discrimination and exclusion of women from governance issues and decision making that are widespread and a challenge in the Zambian society. 
This Gender Based Violence  is seen in various forms such as rape, incest, sexual abuse of minors (mostly girls), spouse beating (mostly male beating their female partners), property grabbing, forced marriages (as well as arranged marrages) and harmful traditional practices such as wife inheritance and sexual cleansing, just to mention a few. 
We are all challenged to help victims of violence who are reluctant to reveal their ordeals and seek for assistance to come up in the open for support. 
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We, the church leaders acknowledge the efforts made by the Government of Zambia to address issues of GBV in various ways such as:
· The adoption of the National Gender Policy (NGP) in 2000, which outlines the Government’s commitment to reviewing the laws to bring them into conformity with international and regional instruments on gender equality.
· The signing of the declaration on gender and development as well as an addendum on Prevention and Eradication of Violence Against Women and Children as a Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) member. 
· The signing and ratifying of major international and regional instruments that seek to promote gender equality and equity as well as address issues of gender based violence.
· The amendment of the Penal Code which has demonstrated in part the provisions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) as they relate to violence against women.  
However, we are saddened to see that most of the instruments and conventions that would contribute to bringing about gender equality have not been domesticated, which casts doubt on the Government’s commitment.  We are also very concerned to note that there are delays in the anactment of the bill on Gender Based Violence and that not much has been done in reviewing matching judicial processes.
The State has also perpetuated unbalanced relations in various ways. For example, whereas the Zambian Constitution guarantees that every person in the country shall enjoy constitutional rights and freedoms, irrespective of sex, race, creed, color, religious belief or political opinion; the same constitution, unfortunately, provides for a dual legal system in matters that deal with personal status, marriage, and divorce and inheritance rights (refer to Art 23 clause 4 of the constitution). This duality of the legal system, based on customary and Statutory Law, has and continue to permit discrimination in the application of laws that affect women. 
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As salt and light of the earth, (Mat.5:13-16) we  stand up and speak out against Gender Injustice and Gender Based Violence.  We as church leaders have directly or indirectly, consciously or unconsciously been Gender insensitive. Today we commit ourselves to:
(a) promoting the attainment of gender equity and equality within our church structures, operations and practices in the society in which we all live.
(b) ensuring that proper training in interpretation of some portions of scripture in our theological schools, seminaries and colleges is adequately provided.
(c) protecting women and men, boys and girls from the vice of Gender Injustice and Gender Based Violence.
(d) supporting the cause to stiffen punishment and strengthen the Penal Code on Gender Injustice and Gender Based Violence.
(e) imploring the Government of Zambia to do what it takes to open up the bill of Right (for us) so that Social, Economic and cultural Rights are addressed.
(f) working with the law enforcing agencies in dealing with Gender Injustice and Gender Based Violence.
(g) ensuring that the church and our society in general become gender friendly through the on-going advocacy against Gender Based Violence;
(h) facilitate gender main streaming/ sensitivity in our Church.
We commit ouselves to facilitate gender mainstreaming in our churches in order to promote gender sensitivity among the christians by commemorating occasiosn such 16 days of gender activism, Tamar campaign etc.
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God created us equal as male and female in His image ( Gen 1:27)
With deep and sincere repentance we shall make a difference in our attitudes towards one another as families, churches and Zambian society at large. We shall be alive to the fact that we need each other as women and men, girls and boys if we are to see the blessings of God and see meaningful development as a nation.
With this declaration we pray for the healing of spiritual, physical and emotional wounds that we inflicted on one another. We choose to alive in unconditional harmony as the creation of God and as brothers and sisters ( Psalms 133). 
We say No to gender Injustice and Gender Based Violence.
God is love and love is for all. In this spirit we commit ouselves and invite others to join the fight against Gender Injustice and all forms of Gender Based Violence and to facilitate gender mainstreaming in our churches in order to promote gender sensitivity among the christians. 

Signed in agreement:
Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia

Council of Churches in Zambia

ZEC
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